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how we’re going to fund it and then we would
have to know that others were going to do
their part as well and that at least for the
period of the operation that we were respon-
sible for, that we were going to do it properly.

I wouldn’t say that any of the peacekeep-
ing operations here are ill-founded. As a mat-
ter of fact, I mentioned several that have
worked very well. But there are limits to how
many things we can do. There are going to
be a lot of chaotic situations. We had another
development in Georgia today, as you know.
And we may or may not be able to see the
U.N. go into every one of these cir-
cumstances. That’s the only point I wanted
to make. We have to really go into these
things with our eyes wide open.

In Somalia, I think that we did go in with
our eyes open. I think we did essentially what
we meant to do. I just think that we may
have underestimated the difficulty of setting
in motion a political transition, which would
send a clear signal to all Somalis that the
United States in particular and the U.N. in
general have no interest in trying to dominate
or control their lives. We just want them to
be able to live normal lives. We have no in-
terest in trying to tell them how to live or
what political course to take.

Security Council Membership
Q. Do you support the idea that Japan will

join the additional member, a permanent
member of the Security Council? And if you
do so, will you give me the reason why?

The President. Yes, I have long sup-
ported, even when I was a candidate for
President I supported Security Council
membership for Japan and for Germany. And
I do so because I think that the conditions
which existed at the end of the Second World
War, which led to the membership of the
Security Council as it was established then,
have changed. Our primary adversaries in
that war, Germany and Japan, have become
among the major economic powers in the
world. They have become great forces for de-
mocracy. They have been very generous in
their support of political and humanitarian
efforts throughout the world. The rest of the
world community depends upon the support
and the leadership of both Japan and Ger-
many to get done much of what we will have

to do in the years ahead. And so I have always
felt in recognition of that that they should
be offered permanent seats on the United
Nations Security Council.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 27th news conference
began at 4:53 p.m. at the Waldorf Astoria. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this news conference.

White House Statement on the
President’s Meeting With Baltic
Leaders
September 27, 1993

The President met today jointly with Presi-
dent Lennart Meri of Estonia, President
Algirdas Brazauskas of Lithuania, and Presi-
dent Guntis Ulmanis of Latvia. It was the
President’s first meeting with the heads of
state of the Baltic countries.

The President expressed his admiration for
the remarkable progress the Baltic peoples
have achieved during the last 2 years in es-
tablishing democratic institutions and pro-
moting economic reform. The President as-
sured them of the strong U.S. interest in
building close relations. The President re-
affirmed U.S. support for reform and indi-
cated the U.S. would move forward promptly
on the new $50 million Baltic-American En-
terprise Fund. The President also stated the
United States intended to construct 5,000–
7,000 housing units in Russia to facilitate the
withdrawal of Russian forces from Estonia
and Latvia.

The President welcomed the recent with-
drawal of all Russian military forces from
Lithuania. He also reiterated strong U.S.
support for the early, unconditional, and
rapid withdrawal of the remaining Russian
forces from Latvia and Estonia. The Presi-
dent noted that he had raised this matter in
a number of recent discussions with Russian
Federation leaders. The United States in-
tends to be helpful to all parties concerned
in promoting an amicable resolution of the
withdrawal issue.

The President also discussed concerns
raised by the Russian Government about the
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treatment of ethnic Russians in Latvia and
Estonia, while noting that international ob-
servers had found no evidence of human
rights violations in those countries. The
President expressed the hope that practical
solutions could be achieved on this difficult
issue. In this regard, the United States wel-
comes the constructive role played by the
United Nations, the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and the
Council of Europe (COE) in helping to pro-
mote a resolution of all outstanding dif-
ferences between Russia and the Baltic coun-
tries.

Designation of a Vice Chair and
Appointment of Staff Director for
the Commission on Civil Rights
September 27, 1993

The President today announced he will
designate Commission on Civil Rights mem-
ber, Cruz Reynoso, as Vice Chair of the
Commission and will appoint attorney Stuart
J. Ishimaru as Commission Staff Director.

‘‘With their combined experience in civil
rights law, Cruz Reynoso and Stuart Ishimaru
will bring strength and leadership to the
cause of equality in America through their
new roles on the U.S. Civil Rights Commis-
sion,’’ the President said.

NOTE: Biographies were made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Congressional Leaders
September 28, 1993

Somalia
Q. Mr. President, have you decided to

change your strategy in Somalia, perhaps not
go after General Aideed out of concern, per-
haps because of congressional criticisms of
the mission?

The President. No. The United Nations
strategy on the ground has not changed. But
I have emphasized to them that every nation
involved in that, from the beginning, was in
it with the understanding that our first goal
was to restore the conditions of normal life
there, to stop the killing, to stop the disease,

to stop the famine. And that has been done
with broad support among the Somali peo-
ple, with the exception of that small portion
in Mogadishu where General Aideed and his
supporters are.

So the enforcement strategy did not
change, but what I wanted to emphasize at
the U.N. yesterday was that there has to be
a political strategy that puts the affairs of So-
malia back into the hands of Somalia, that
gives every country, not just the United
States, every country that comes into that op-
eration the sense that they are rotating in
and out, that there is a fixed date for their
ultimate disengagement in Somalia, because
there’s so many other peacekeeping oper-
ations in the world that have to be considered
and that we owe that to all the nations we
ask to participate in peacekeeping over the
long run.

So there’s been no change in the enforce-
ment strategy, but I have tried to raise the
visibility or the urgency of getting the politi-
cal track back on pace, because in the end
every peacekeeping mission or every human-
itarian mission has to have a date certain
when it’s over, and you have to in the end
turn the affairs of the country back over to
the people who live there. We were not asked
to go to Somalia to establish a protectorate
or a trust relationship or to run the country.
That’s not what we went for.

Bosnia

Q. But do you have broader concerns
about Bosnia? I mean, there’s a similar prob-
lem there with no date certain, no exit strat-
egy.

The President. I think there, in that case,
the United States is in a much better position
to establish, I think, the standards and have
some discipline now on the front end. To
be fair, I think that everyone involved in Bos-
nia is perhaps more sensitive than was the
case in the beginning of this Somali operation
about the—[inaudible]—of it, the dangers of
it, and the need to have a strict set of limita-
tions and conditions before the involvement
occurs.
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